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Subject: Approve a resolution concerning the permitting of new coal-fired power
generating facilities by the Texas Commission on Environmentat Quality.

Co-Sponsor2: Council
Member Jennifer Kim



RESOLUTION NO.
WHEREAS, the citizens of Austin value clean and healthy air; and

WHEREAS, the City of Austin is dedicated to providing a clean

environment for its citizens; and

WHEREAS, in 1997, the U.S. Environmental Protectien Agency

adopted a new National Ambient Air Quality Standard for ozone (the 8-hour

ozone standard), which provides for greater protectlon of pubhc health and

welfare than the pre-existing standard; and_ B K e

WHEREAS, ozone levels in the Austincar:ea exceeded the EPA’s 8-
hour ozone standard for each of the three-year averagmg periods ending in

i

1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2004, and L

WHEREAS expert§ beheve that the ozone levels experienced in the
Austin metropohtan area have adverse health effects, especially on children

and 1nd1v1duals W1th resplratory problems and
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/"WHEREAS, asa proagtive response to the region’s elevated ozone
levels, thés -county A ;t:in-Round Rock region entered into an Early Action
Compact with;' e EP ",'rthe purpose of which is to develop and implement
emission control 'énegies sufficient to achieve the federal 8-hour ozone

standard by 2007 and maintain it through 2012; and

WHEREAS, the City of Austin is a signatory to the Early Action
Compact (EAC); and



WHEREAS, under the EAC, the Austin-Round Rock region adopted
and is implementing a number of control strategies to reduce ozone pollution,
including, but not limited to: motor vehicle tailpipe emission testing;
workplace-based programs to reduce commuting emissions; a heavy-duty
vehicle idling restriction; and emissions reductions from local power plants;

and

WHEREAS, as of April 30, 2006, 16 new soollﬁred_power units have
been proposed to be built in Texas before n?(f ir@reasing‘:{the state’s electric
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generating capacity by more than 10%, o
o) I
WHEREAS, at least 8 of these proposed wer umts are 1n‘euch close
proximity to the Austin metropolrtan area that th% cant be reasonably
expected to exacerbate the region’ g already elevated le\rels of ozone pollution;
and AT
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WHEREAS an analysrs by the Ijmversny of Texas at Austin
concluded that “the ozone‘lmcreases assocrated with the construction of [four
of] the proposed coal ﬁred power plants in Central Texas could more than
offset th_e reduction in ozone gnpacts associated with the recommended EAC
control strategies on sp:éoiﬁc days;” and
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WHEREAS, ifailure to meet the clean air goals of the EAC will mean
that other sourceg. of pollution in the Austin metropolitan area (such as
individual vehicle owners, owners of vehicle fleets, small businesses, and
Austin Energy’s power plants) will have to shoulder an increased burden of
reducing emissions to comply with EPA’s ozone standard; NOW,
THEREFORE,



BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

The City hereby reaffirms its commitment to improving air quality in the

Austin area.

The City opposes the permitting of new coal- ﬁreqtpbwer generating
facilities unless the TCEQ: (1) requires an analysis of the impacts of the
proposed plants on downwind ozone pollutlon levels and (2) requires
mitigation measures such as cleaner fuels, eni1ssmn reductlons local offsets,
plant relocation and innovative technologles to ensure that the ;;i"lpactcd

areas’ attainment goals remain intact.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: ",
\
That the Clty has sup]zoned and w111 continue to support the efforts of the
Early Action Compact Task;orce of Whlch the City is a member, to ensure that
new source of emlssmns 0o be allowcd to’ ¢ause a violation of any of the National

Aril‘gwnt Alr Quallty standards mcludmg ozone.

ATTEST:

Shirley A. Gentry
City Clerk
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